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Teacher Appreciation is a week in the academic calendar which is dedicated to all 
of our teachers around the world. It is a time to say thank you to our teachers for all 
of their help and show our gratitude for all the time and effort that they have put 
into education. 

On Sunday, May 17, EBCC will have a special recognition service for  
the teachers, support staff, administrators, and board of the Essexville-Hampton 
Public Schools. 

The enclosed envelope may be used for the special offering we will be taking in 
May.   The offering will be divided between the schools for a special project, or for 
teacher supplies.  These gifts will be presented to the schools on Sunday, May 17 
during the morning service. 

Special gifts are being made to give to the teachers as they come that  
Sunday. As well, the service will be designed to show our appreciation for their sac-
rificial service to educate our children.   

The day will conclude with a lunch for everyone in attendance that day.   

Plan to come and support our community schools and teachers. 

We Appreciate Our Schools 
10:00 AM Sunday, May 17 
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The Lighthouse 

In Council we are studying Milfred Minatreaôs book, Shaped by Godôs HeartðThe Passion 
and Practices of Missional Churches.  This month we looked at the first of nine essential 
practices of missional churches. 

Missional Practice #1ðHave a High Threshold for Membership. 

Minatrea says that authentic discipleship is costlyðit accepts responsibilities.  Jesus even 

challenged those who would follow him.  In Luke 14.26-27 he says, ñIf anyone comes to 

Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers 
and sisters, yes, even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.ò  It is important in missional 

churches to communicate that they have a high threshold for members.  There are five 
elements that express the level of expectation in missional churches. 

1. There is a concern for nominal church members.  Milfred writes, ñRelatively 
few churches in North America can be identified as possessing a high threshold for 

membership..ò  Darrell Guder says, ñ most mainline churches maintain what is, inter-

estingly, called a ólow thresholdô to church membership.  It is more difficult to be-
come a member of many service clubs than to join most Protestant congregations.ò  

Over an extended period of time, low-threshold membership expectations result in 
large numbers of members who maintain only a minimal relationship with the 

church.  Others completely abandon active participation in the activities of the con-

gregation but still view themselves as members.  Often there is no evidence of a per-
sonal relationship with God, and they do not exhibit love for His Body (the church).  

One measure of discipleship is continuation in the faith with the Body. 

2. Membership is not casual.  When there are low expectations, people do as 

little as possible to get the most benefits, or they do only as much as is required for 
the benefits without membership.  The difference that is created with a high 

threshold is summed up in one wordðcommitment. 

3. They are a unified community.  The missional church mirrors Christôs 
self-sacrificing attitudeðindividual preferences are relinquished to the need of 

the body.  Max DePree says the accomplishment of any vision depends on 
the willingness of those involved, whether they agree or not, to say, óOK, Iôm with 

you, I am going to stay.  I accept this.ôðThat is unity!  Milfred writes, ñMissional 

churches are made up of members who are convinced God has invited their commu-
nity to participate in His mission and that accomplishment of His mission requires 

their unity. 

4. There are clear expectations for members.  One means of achieving unity is to 

state clearly what is expected.  Several churches sited in the book have membership 

covenants.  Surprisingly, these requirements do not discourage people from joining.  
In fact, each of these churches is adding committed new members regularly.  Their 

clearly stated pathway to membership, and its responsibilities, seems to add value to 
the meaning of membership for those who unite with these communities. 

5. There are benefits!  Church membership does have its benefits.  The added values 
are not what you may think.  Some things you can expect: 

To encounter Godðthrough loving people, vibrant worship, and study of Godôs 

word. 

To be cared forï through quality children and youth programming, and through 

small groups. 

To be prepared for the Christian lifeðthrough lasting relationships, knowing 

Continued on page 4 
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Are your kids ready to sink their teeth into BIG fun? 

Thatôs just what everyone will do at Crocodile Dock, where fearless kids shine 
Godôs light!  The Dock is filled with incredible Bible-learning that kids see, hear, 
touch, and even taste!  There will be plenty of critters, too - frogs, alligators, 
raccoons, and bugs.   

Pre-registration is open online at www.essexvillebaptist.com or call 
the church office.   
 Pre-registration guarantees your child a free tee-shirt. 

There are also lots of ways for you to be involved as well! 

Vacation Bible School  
Sunday - Thursday  

July 19 - July 23 

6:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
Register Online at 

www.essexvillebaptist.com  

Spring Work Day Saturday May 2nd. 

On Saturday, May 2nd at 9:00 AM, we are looking for help with the spring 
clean at EBCC.   Most of the work will be on the outside, so we encourage the 
men to bring their yard tools.  A list will be available on the bulletin board by 
the coffee pot in the hall.  If another time is more  convenient for you, check 
with Pat Smith for any jobs that have not been completed.  
 

MENðthere will be NO MENôS BREAKFAST on Saturday, May 9thðcome to the 

clean up day instead! 

Support VBS 
There are tags on the wall in the lounge.  
These tags are for items that will be needed for VBS.  
You can drop them off in the bins in the lounge.   

There will be a special offering in the summer to 
help pay for the Tee shirts. 
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Ben grew up in Hampton Township, and is a 2000 graduate of Bay City Central High 

School.  He is the oldest of threeðwith two younger sisters.  Ben was employed at 
Menards, but is currently looking for work.  He has been volunteering around the 

churchðwanting things to look so good that people will want to come here!  Ben 
writes: 

I have lived my life selfishly and extremely foolishly till now.  Iôve abused hardcore nar-

cotics since I was 17 years old.  Iôve forced myself to clean and I plan to stay that way!  
I had a loving wife.  I also have two beautiful girls, Isabelle Rose (9) and Gabrielle Ann 

(6).  My drug abuse destroyed everything!  I had done all this by the age of 24.  Grow-
ing up so fast isnôt easyðI thought I had lost everything.  I tried to take my life several 

times, almost accomplishing it.   

I just turned 27, and I now have the Lord to fill that hole where the drugs are not.  

Since deciding this life seems alright, Iôm gonna make it.  I need to thrive for the people 

I love.  Itôs hard giving up everything you did, what you know, and who you know.  But 
I know that as I keep on the path of faith Little Foote will make it.  The greatest force 

on earth is not the compulsion of man, but the compassion of love.  God is love! 

Marjorie Ward 
 

Marge has been a member of EBCC for almost 60 years.  She has five grown children, 
as well as 13 grandchildren and 5 great grandchildren.  She and her husband Pinky had 

a sewing store in Essexville for many years.  Marge enjoys the Wednesday Bible Study, 

JOY Group, and serving in the nursery.  She writes: 

My desire for baptism is a combination of heart and mind and has been a long time 

coming.  I always considered myself baptized but was merely ósprinkledô in the Presby-
terian Church with my husband as newlyweds. 

As Pastor preached one Sunday, I have been a work in progress and I decided it was 

time I made a public declaration of my faith in Jesus Christ as my Savior. 

Benjamin Foote 

Two Were Baptized on Palm Sunday 
 

On Palm Sunday, April 5, Marg Ward and Ben Foote were baptized.  This was a great 
beginning to Holy Week.  Each of them were asked to write about their faith, and what 

prompted them to be baptized. 

your gifts and having a place to serve, having the skills to communicate the hope 

found in Jesus Christ, and support for a personal mission. 

Having a high threshold for membership does not dictate who can or can not come to 

church.  It elevates the expectation of membership to a radically new minimum stan-
dard that removes nominal Christianity as an option. 

Are you a óminimalistô when it comes to your church membership, or are you maximizing 

your impact by making world-changing differences by living out Christôs mission through 
your church? 

Pastor Richardôs Ramblings continued from page 2 
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May 3 
Nancy Humphries 

 

May 10 
Vickie Roller 

 

May 17 
Kelley Mayotte 

 

May 24 
Vickie Gentle 

 

May 31 
Nancy Humphries 

Junior Church  Nursery  

May 3 
June Piggott 

Natasha Gentle 
 

May 10 
Kristie Smith 
Marge Ward 

 

May 17 
Kristie Smith 

Natalynn Gentle 
 

May 24 
Kelly Arambula 
Jesus Arambula 

 
May 31 

June Piggott 
Jeff Newingham 

 

Deacon Assignments 
  Communion Prep: Don Buschlen 

  Ushers: Tom Piggott 
 

  If you would be willing to be head usher for  
  a month, please see Tom Piggott 

Door Greeters 

North Side 

Inside Outside 

May 3 

Rose Smith Pat Smith 

May 10 

Sue Weber-Pobanz Lloyd Pobanz 

May 17 

Cathernmae Waldron Amy Kulmacz 

 May 24 

Crystal Culberson You Are Needed 

 May 31 

You Are Needed You Are Needed 
  

South Side 

Inside Outside 

May 3 

Ben Foote You Are Needed 

May 10 

Timothy Kinnamon Benjamin Kinnamon 

May 17 

Dorothy Kurchak You Are Needed  

May 24 

You Are Needed  You Are Needed 

May 31  

You Are Needed 
  

You Are Needed 

Greeters: Please sign up!  Posters are 

located in each entrance of the Church.  The 
sign-up on the north side will be for the north 
door, and the one on the south side will be 
for the south door.   

Childrenõs Ministries 

Volunteer Schedules 

Sound Booth 

May 3 
David Reid 

Nathaniel Gentle 
 

May 10 
David Reid 

Jennifer Schultz 
 

May 17 
Jesus Arambula 
Kelly Arambula 

 

May 24 
David Reid 

Jennifer Schultz 
 

May 31 
Jesus Arambula 
Kelly Arambula 
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Church Council Highlights 

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Church Council was on Monday, April 
20, with 17 members in attendance. 

There was an update on the plans for the Sunday for the Essexville-Hampton 
School District.  We will recognize teachers, have gifts, and provide a lunch.  
There were 11 people at the planning meeting.  The theme will be ñItôs a Red 
Letter Day.ò 

EBCC will be a host site for Dave Ramseyôs Town Hall for Hope on Thursday, 
April 23. 

Pastor Richard shared during Leadership Development and Visioning from the 
book, Shaped by Godôs Heart, The Passion and Practices of Missional Churches.  
We looked at the first of nine essential practices of missional churchesðhave a 
high threshold for membership.  We also discussed the book that was passed 
out last month called IT, How Churches and Leaders Can Get IT and Keep IT by 
Greg Groeschel. 

MissionsðThe Ladies Night Out on April 14 was a success with 23 in atten-
dance and two tables of baby items collected for Beacon of Hope.  The One 
Great Hour of Sharing Offering will be collected in June.  We are planning to 
participate in the Big Block Party hosted by Good Samaritan Rescue Mission. 

DeaconsðPeople are needed to assist with communion for the homebound.  
There are a few people who are completing Pastorôs membership class. 

TrusteesðSpring clean up is planned for Saturday, May 2nd.  The lights in the 
sanctuary are going to be upgraded to some brighter, more efficient bulbs. 

Christian EdðVBS is on track.  Motherôs Day flowers are being ordered.  The 
last day for Sunday school this season is May 3rd because of the holidays and 
special day for the school district.  Over the summer we will work on having 
small groups ready to begin in the fall. 

The next meeting of the Council is scheduled for Monday, May 18, at 6:00pm.   

J.O.Y. Group Potluck  
Wednesday, May 13th  
JOY stands for Just Older Youthðand anyone is welcome 
to come.  The group usually meets on the second Wednes-
day of each month for a meal and sometimes a trip.  Join 
us on Wednesday, May 13 at noon in Harfst Hall for a potluck 
lunch.  Pastor will provide the meatðeveryone else bring a 
dish to pass. 

Please mark you welcome card on Sunday morning, or contact 
the church office to sign up. 



 

Essexville Baptist Community Church 

Phone: 989.892.9892 

Fax: 989.892.9806 

E-mail: ebccmail@yahoo.com 

Weõre on the Web 

www.essexvillebaptist.com 

1001 Main Street 

Essexville MI 48732-1340 
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Change Service Requested 

Patio Party 

7 - 10 pm Friday, May 15 

20+ Group 

Bring your friends, some soft drinks and a chair! 
 

Don and Chris are hosting an evening on their patio. 
They will provide the stuff to make  

sômores and hobo pies 
 

The 20+ Group is for anyone college age  
up to when you feel too old to hang out! 


