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On Sunday, November 8, at 5:00 pm EBCC will be hosting their annual Thanksgiving  
Dinner.  Invite your family and neighbors to join you.  Just let us know on your welcome 
card how many people you will be bringing.  You can also call the church office.  

Please bring your favorite Thanksgiving dish to pass and your own table service.  The 
turkeys and potatoes will be provided by the Board of Deacons, as well as potatoes and 
drink.  If you would like to cook one of them (a turkey, that is!) please contact Tom Pig-
gott.   He will  provide you with the turkey.  

You Are Invited  To The Annual  

Potluck Thanksgiving Dinner 
Sunday, November 8 
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The Lighthouse 

In Council we are studying Milfred Minatreaôs book, Shaped by Godôs HeartðThe Passion 
and Practices of Missional Churches.  This month we looked at the first of nine essential 
practices of missional churches. 

Missional Practice #6 ðExpect to Change the World  

Missional churches expect to transform the world through involvement and ministry.  

They believe that the Gospel is still the power of God to transform all who believe.   

Minatrea say, ñBut members of many of todayôs churches say their church possesses 
ñsomethingò that can change the world, only, when pressed, there is this sense of isola-

tion from the world.  Their existence has minimal influence within their own community, 
much less beyond.  They gather from week to week and go through the motions, but 

they are in maintenance mode.  They do not believe they possess the power or influence 
needed to change the world.  They are holding on, rather than storming ahead.ò 

Missional congregations are calling disciples to live as missionaries, whose primary task is 

inviting others to journey as followers of Christ.  There are four ways missional churches 
help this happen. 

1. Missional Begins with Relationships.  It is not about where the church is, but 
who the church is, and what it is here to accomplish.  It is not location -based but 

relation-based.  Those that you live and work with make up your mission field.  Be-

ing missional is not first about ministering among those we do not know, but living 
authentically among those we do know.  

2. Mission is Expressed in a Glocal Community.  With travel and technology so 
readily available and inexpensive, the world has become like one big suburb.  That 

means that global is local.  Though we live in a local community, we are connected 
to and have relationships with people all over the globe.  Wherever those relation-

ships are found is part of your mission field.  

3. Missional Churches Identify Primary Mission Fields.  We have a greater 
responsibility to share the Gospel with those closest to us, ie: family and extended 

family, our neighborhood, and our workplace.  Members become disciples that ac-
cept the responsibility as one sent to bear witness through actions and words to 

the reality of Christôs redeeming love.  It might be necessary to seek out spe-

cific missional needs in our community that are not being met through other 
means, and developing relationships there.  Missional churches are also aware 

that their integrity with people in their community is fragile and important.  
Sometimes it might be necessary to seek forgiveness for some things that were 

done in the past that have damaged those relationships before the church can 

have a positive impact. 

4. Missional Churches Touch the World.  They determine to be fellow work-

ers, partners in the Gospel, sometimes involved directly, sometimes supporting oth-
ers whom God sends.  Their passion is Godôs passion for the nations, and through 

the Gospel they expect to change the world.  

As we look around at what EBCC is doing, we can be pleased that we are reaching out 

locally, as well and in the wider world through our missions efforts.  We are personally 

involved is such things as the Food for Faith.  We are also helping fund two missionaries.  
We must also not become content with what we are doing, but must always be looking 

for places and ways that God would have us change the world a little more.  Begin look-
ing at your own relationships with people, and see where you can share the Gospel. 
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 Wednesdays,  6:00 - 7:30 pm 
For children 4 years old thru 5th grade 

Adventure Club  

It is not too late to sign up for Adventure Club.  It is much like VBS ðonly it is every 
Wednesday night.  There are fun lessons taught through skits, music, games, crafts, and 
snacks.  The evening begins with a story time presented through fun skits in the sanctu-
ary along with learning some great music.  Children will then be divided into age -
appropriate groups for games, crafts, snacks, and a small group time to talk about the 
lesson and share in prayer. 

Adventure Club is open to children 4 years old through 5th grade.  Please note the 
change to a new day this seasonðWednesday evenings.  Come join the fun and bring 
a friend. 

The childrenôs Christmas Program will be on Sunday, December 13 at 6:00 pm. 

Hanging of the Greens 
Sunday, November 29 

óTis the season, and we want to be sure the church looks the part!  There 
will be something for everyone to do.  Children (and anyone young at 
heart) will be able to make keepsake-decorations for a special tree for the 
Lounge.  There will also be fresh cookies to decorate.  Others are invited 
to decorate the sanctuary and the rest of the church.  When we are all 
finished we will have some soup and cookies. 

Everyone is invitedðyoung, old, members, and friends.  

Bring the kids and come decorate  
the Church for Christmas 

3:00 - 6:00 pm 

 

J.O.Y. Group Tours  
Family Life Radio Station 

On Wednesday, November 11, the J.O.Y Group will take a tour of the 
Family Life Radio Station and learn all about its operations.   After 
the tour,  we will stop for lunch at a restaurant in Midland.  Please 
mark the welcome card if you wish to attend.  Meet at the church at 
10:00 am.    

 fm 99.7 
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Pink, white or Red poinsettias may be ordered to help decorate the sanctuary 
for Christmas.  
 

The cost is: $11.00 for a 6 1/2ò pot  1 stem plant 
             or   $17.00 for a 7 1/2ò pot   2 stem plant 
 

Special envelopes will be available on Sunday mornings, or contact the church 
office.  All orders are due by Sunday, November 15.  
 

Time to Order Poinsettias!  

A Ladies Christmas party is scheduled for Tuesday, December 8th at 6:00 pm.   
There will be a small gift exchange (between $5 and $10)  and the enjoyment 
of a few Christmas Carols.   Bring your best homemade cookies for the holi-
days.  We will be making trays for our shut -ins.  Remember to bring enough 
that we can snack on a few!  

Punch and tea will be provided. Watch future bulletins and the December news-
letter for further details.  

LADIES NIGHT OUT !  December 8th 

Since 1993, this Samaritanôs Purse project has shared the Good News of Godôs 
love with hurting children through the simplest of gifts ðshoe boxes!  Filled with 
school supplies, toys, and personal items that are packed by caring people, 
these boxes help introduce children to Jesus Christ.   

The Missions Board has been providing shoe boxes, and a suggested list of 
items, and many of you have taken boxes.  There are still a few more boxes if 
you would like to take one.  

Please have all boxes brought to the church by Sunday, November 8 
so that they can be prepped for shipment.  
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The Lighthouse 

November 1  
Vickie Roller 

 

November 8  
Kelley Mayotte 

 

November 15  
Nancy Humphries 

 

November 22  
Vickie Roller 

 

November 29  
Michelle Guzdial 

 

Junior Church  Nursery  

November 1  
Rose Smith 
Marge Ward 

 

November 8  
Jeannine Bakus 
Natasha Gentle 

 

November 15  
Kristie Smith 

Michelle Guzdial 
 

November 22  
Kelly Arambula 
Natalynn Gentle 

 

November 29  
June Piggott 

Jeff Newingham 
  

Door Greeters 

North Side 

Inside  Outside  

November 1  

 Marilyn Bishop  Frank Bishop 

November 8  

You Are Needed   You Are Needed  

November 15  

You Are Needed You Are Needed  

November 22  

 You Are Needed You Are Needed  

  November 29  

 You Are Needed You Are Needed  

Childrenõs Ministries 

Volunteer Schedules 

South Side 

Inside  Outside  

November 1  

Piggott Family You Are Needed 

November 8  

 Humphries Family   

November 15  

Mary Jane Sharpe  Arambula Family 

November 22  

You Are Needed You Are Needed 

November 29  

You Are Needed You Are Needed 

Communion Sunday Is Food Pantry Sunday 
Every Communion Sunday bring in specific food items to help stock the food pantry. This month we are looking 

for the following items: can pumpkin, evaporated milk, boxed pie crust, boxed potatoes and can 
peas or corn.   Items can be left in the designated containers at each entrance of Church.  

Sound Booth 

November 1  
David Reid 

Jennifer Schultz 
 

November 8  
Jesus Arambula 
Kelly Arambula 

 

November 15  
Shirley Reid 

Nathaniel Gentle 
 

November 22  
Jesus Arambula 

Benjamin Kinnamon 
 

November 29  
David Reid 

Jennifer Schultz  
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Church Council Highlights 
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Church Council was on Monday, October 

19, 2009.   

Pastor Richard shared during Leadership Development and Visioning from the book, 

Shaped by Godôs Heart, The Passion and Practices of Missional Churches.  We 
looked at the sixth of nine essential practices of missional churchesðExpect to 

Change the World.   

Reminders for upcoming dates were discussed.  The Thanksgiving Dinner will be on 
Sunday, November 8 at 5:00 pm.  The community Thanksgiving Service will be at St. 

Johnôs on November 22 at 7:00 pm.  Hanging of the Greens will be on Sunday, No-
vember 29 at 3:00 pm.  The Childrenôs Christmas Program will be on Sunday, Decem-

ber 13.  The Cantata is scheduled for December 19th and 20th, and will be with St. Lukeôs 
choir again. 

Missions ðThere were 130 plates of food served at the Food for Faith.  We have commit-

ted to two dates for 2010 ðFebruary 14 and October 10.  Shoeboxes will be taken to 
Hopevale in a few weeks.  We are looking at volunteering at Hopevale to package the 

shoeboxes for shipment.  

Deacons ðPlans for the Thanksgiving dinner and Christmas Eve service were discussed.  

The Deacons will provide mashed potatoes and drinks.  Tom Piggott will purchase the 

turkeys to be cooked.  If someone wants to cook one of the turkeys, please talk to Tom.  

Trustees ðWill meet at another time to work on the budget.  

Christian Ed ðSmall Group leadership training is continuing.  Groups will begin in Janu-
ary.  They are asking for donations of 10 dozen cookies for the Childrenôs Christmas pro-

gram.   

The next meeting of the Council is scheduled for Monday, November 16, at 6:00 pm.  The 

December meeting will be a Christmas party at the Kinnamonôs on December 14. 

V o l u m e  1 8 ,  I s s u e   1 1  

All boards, committees, and other groups are asked to have your annual reports turned 
in by the December 14 Council Meeting.  Any and all reports turned in to early is 
much appreciated.  It takes time to put together and make copies of the full annual 
report.  

The Annual Business Meeting is tentatively scheduled for Sunday, January 10, 2010. 

Annual Reports Due December 14 



 

E s s e x v i l l e  B a p t i s t  C o m m u n i t y  C h u r c h 

Phone: 989.892.9892 

E-mail: ebccmail@yahoo.com 

Weõre on the Web 

www.essexvillebaptist.com 

1001 Main Street 

Essexville, MI 48732-1340 
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Change Service Requested 

Community Thanksgiving Service   
Sunday, November 22 

St. Johnôs Catholic Church 
will be hosting this yearôs           

Thanksgiving Community Service on  

Sunday, November 22 at 7:00 pm .   

 
Rev. Eric Stone will be giving the message.  

 

A special offering of canned goods will be collected  
to help supply the food pantry.  

  

Our Choir will join the choirs from St. Johnôs Catholic Church and 
St. Lukeôs Methodist Church for a community choir anthem.  
Choir rehearsal will begin an hour earlier at 6:00 pm.  


