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Food For Faith 
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Food for Faith is a community service for low income and homeless people in the Bay 

County area.  Local churches prepare, serve, and clean up.  Trinity Episcopal Church on 
Center Avenue opens their building, and coordinates the calendar.  The ministry feeds 

over 150 people every week. 
 

The Missions Board has committed EBCC again this  year to prepare and serve the meal 
on Sunday, October 18.  We need volunteers to donate items or funds to purchase items 

for the meal, as well as people to prepare the food, serve, and also to clean up after-
wards.  The meal is served from 3:00 - 4:30 pm. 
 

If you would like to provide for the meal or volunteer your time, please sign up on the 

poster in the Lounge, or contact the church office. 



 

Pastor Richard’s Ramblings 
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The Lighthouse 

In Council we are studying Milfred Minatrea’s book, Shaped by God’s Heart—The Passion 
and Practices of Missional Churches.  This month we looked at the first of nine essential 
practices of missional churches. 

Missional Practice #5 ðLive Apostolically  

We like being Christian!  We like hanging out with Christians, listening to Christian music, 

and doing “church” stuff.  But our connection to the church can be so strong that it 

blocks our attempts to move beyond the church and into the world.  Missional congrega-
tions seek to reach beyond themselves, and into their local areas to bear witness to the 

reign of God and to invite others into the community of faith.  To live Apostolically 
means three things. 

Every disciple of Christ is ñone who is sent.ò  When we think of missions, we think 
of praying and giving to support a missionary.  We begin to think that this fulfills our 

missional responsibility.  But the Bible teaches us that every believer has a personal com-

mand to seek to win every lost individual in his personal world to salvation.  Mission has 
less to do with geography than philosophy.  Your mission is not defined by the location 

to which you go, but by the message you declare through your lifestyle. 

We live in a culture that is similar to the first century.  The moral, economic, and 

political climate today is very much like it was for the early church in the book of Acts.  

The life of the church is reliant on recognizing the times.  Often times we cling to what 
we cherish or think has been successful in the past, and refuse to embrace what is vital 

to bring people to Christ.  Many churches continue to just focus ministry on care for their 
members, seeming to be unaware of or unconcerned for the masses who make up this 

generations spiritual harvest, and then wonder why our churches are dwindling.  The 
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few! 

Missional disciples share Christ naturally.  People think differently today.  They are 

not receptive to confrontational or propositional methods of sharing the Gospel.  It is 
better to speak to your friends naturally, with dialogue—a two way conversation.  It is 

helping friends begin moving toward God.  As apostolic disciples present the Gospel this 
way, and validate it through their lives, wonderful results are accomplished.  Churches 

begin to regularly celebrate new lives born into the Kingdom.  Missional churches require 

their members to live as those sent, sharing the difference God is making in their lives.  
Desire to see their friends, relatives, acquaintances, and neighbors join the Kingdom 

journey. 

When is the last time you talked about your faith with someone, so that they could move 

a little closer to God?  The harvest is plentiful, are you one of the few? 

When times are tough we can get discouraged, resentful, or fear the future.  You cer-
tainly do worry!   Mark 9.23 says, “anything is possible for someone who has faith.”  But 
faith is like a muscle.  It can be weak or it can be strong.  It just depends on how much 
you use it.  God uses a very predictable pattern to build your faith.  Join us for this series 
and discover the Six Phases of Faith—you will see how He builds your faith.  
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 Wednesdays,  6:00 - 7:30 pm 
For children 4 years old thru 5th grade 

Adventure Club  

It is not to late to sign up for Adventure Club.  It is much like VBS—only it is every 
Wednesday night.  There are fun lessons taught through skits, music, games, 
crafts, and snacks.  The evening begins with a story time presented through fun 
skits in the sanctuary along with learning some great music.  Children will then be 
divided into age-appropriate groups for games, crafts, snacks, and a small group 
time to talk about the lesson and share in prayer. 

Adventure Club is open to children 4 years old through 5th grade.  Please note the 
change to a new day this season—Wednesday evenings.  Come, join the fun and 
bring a friend. 

Change the Way You Think  

Each of the 13 lessons deals with a different topic that will change the way you 
think about personal finance . Dave teaches through video about how to save 

money, live on a budget, communicate about money, eliminate debt, find bargains, and 
experience the joy of giving.  

Proven Success  

Over 650,000 families have completed FPU with amazing success. On average, they 

pay off $5,300 in debt  and save $2,700 in just 13 weeks . That's an $8,000 
change in position in just 91 days! Financial Peace University is a life-changing program 

that teaches you how to make the right decisions with your money. You'll be empow-

ered with the practical skills and confidence needed to achieve your financial goals and 
experience true financial peace!     

Itôs Not Too Late 

The 13 lessons will be on Wednesday evenings beginning October 7 .  Childcare 

will be provided—Adventure Club for elementary children, and nursery for younger chil-
dren.   

For more information go to www.fpu.com .  

Coming to Essexville 
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J.O.Y  Color Tour  
by Paddle Boat 

Thursday, October 15 

The annual J.O.Y color tour  will take place this year in Oscoda on the Ausable River 
Queen paddle boat.  It’s a 2 hour ride on the Ausable River leaving the dock at 12:00 
noon.   Senior tickets are $10.00. 

You may  bring a sack lunch or purchase food from the snack bar.  Paid reservations 
are a must so please sign up with Pastor Richard as soon as possible.  The Church van 
will leave the parking lot at 9:30 am.    

Please make your reservations with Pastor Richard by Sunday, October 4.  

We will be going to a Corn Maze on Saturday, October 17.  

Meet at the church at 3:00 pm.  Dress for the weather, and 
plan to get lost! 

We are heading to Depner Farms near Caseville.  Admission is 

$8.00 per person.  We will also do something for supper. 

Contact Pastor Richard if you are planning to go. 

Twenty Something  

THANK YOU to the people who have already contributed to the “Shoebox Ministry” pro-
ject.  Your generosity will have an impact around the world.   
 
There are still a few  shoeboxes left. The Missions Board provides the shoeboxes, with a 
suggested list of items.  Some of the shoeboxes are partially filled, so purchase only the 
items that are not checked. Shoeboxes are available in the Lounge.   
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October 4  
Kelley Mayotte 

 

October 11  
Vickie Roller 

 

October 18  
Vickie Roller 

 

October 25  
Michelle Guzdial 

 

  
 

Junior Church  Nursery  

October 4  
Jeannine Bakus 
Michelle Guzdial 

 

October 11  
Rose Smith 

Jeff Newingham 
 

October 18  
Kristie Smith 
Marge Ward 

 

October 25  
June Piggott 

Natalynn Gentle 
 

 
  
 
 
 

Door Greeters 

North Side 

Inside  Outside  

October 4  

 Charlene Mayotte  Bill Reid 

October 11  

You Are Needed   You Are Needed  

October 18  

You Are Needed You Are Needed  

October 25  

 You Are Needed You Are Needed  

   

    
  
  South Side 

Inside  Outside  

October 4  

Piggott Family You Are Needed 

October 11  

    

October 18  

  Arambula Family 

October 25  

You Are Needed You Are Needed 

  

  
  
  

  

Children’s Ministries 

Volunteer Schedules 

Sound Booth 

October 4  
David Reid 

Jennifer Schultz 
 

October 11  
Jesus Arambula 
Kelly Arambula 

 

October 18  
Shirley Reid 

Benjamin Kinnamon 
 

October 25  
Jesus Arambula 
Kelly Arambula 

 

  

Communion Sunday 
Is Food Pantry Sunday 
Every Communion Sunday bring in specific food items to help stock the food 

pantry. This month we are looking for the following items: pork & beans, 
pasta sauce and can vegetables .  Items can be left in the designated con-

tainers at each entrance of Church. 
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Church Council Highlights 
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Church Council was on Monday, September 

28, 2009.   

Pastor Richard shared during Leadership Development and Visioning from the book, 

Shaped by God’s Heart, The Passion and Practices of Missional Churches.  We 
looked at the fifth of nine essential practices of missional churches—Live Apostolic-

ally.   

Follow-up discussion was had on the September 13 “Come Back to Church” Sunday.  
The attendance was short of what we were hoping for, but there were people who 

responded to the impact cards.  The cards continue to have an effect.  Living Truth 2 
was a big hit.  We would like to have them back in the future. 

Missions —We received a thank you from United Way for participating in the “Styles for 
Students.”  Food for faith is coming up on October 18.  The menu has been planned, and 

the signup sheet is posted for volunteers and donations.  

Deacons —will have a meeting at a later time.    

Trustees —Financial reports were reviewed, and plans are underway for the 2010 budget 

process. 

Christian Ed —Plans were discussed for the children’s Christmas program.  Hanging of 

the Greens will be on Sunday, November 29.  Small Group Leadership training has 

started, with plans to begin groups in January. 

The next meeting of the Council is scheduled for Monday, October 19, at 6:00 pm. 

V o l u m e  1 8 ,  I s s u e   1 0  

New Members 
On Sunday, September 27, we welcomed six new members to the EBCC family.   

Stephen and Michelle Besson have been attending for about a year.  They were mar-
ried in May.  Michelle is doing her student teaching for a degree in Special Ed.  Stephen 
works at Catholic Credit Union, and is studying Theology through online courses.  Stephen 
is teaching a new adult Sunday school class that discusses the sermon.  Michelle is on the 
schedule for Junior Church, and helps with Adventure Club. 

David and Michele Ferranti are familiar names.  Michele (Mickey) grew up attending 
EBCC.  She was recently baptized with her husband, David.  Mickey is the owner of Bay 
City Blueprint. 

Shelia Johnson is transferring her membership here.  She works for the Secretary of 
State, as well as an emergency animal clinic. 

Shirley Reid also grew up attending EBCC.  She attended Liberty University for Youth 
Ministry, and has started teaching the Junior/Senior High Sunday school class. 

Thank You 
Dear Pastor Richard and Church Family,  

Thank you for the hospital visits, cards and notes of encouragement and mostly for your 
prayers for healing.  I’m coming along slow but sure and hope to be back among you 
soon. 

- Marilyn Bishop 



 

E s s e x v i l l e  B a p t i s t  C o m m u n i t y  C h u r c h  

Phone: 989.892.9892 

E-mail: ebccmail@yahoo.com 
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www.essexvillebaptist.com 

1001 Main Street 

Essexville, MI 48732-1340 
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Change Service Requested 

Ladies we will be having a Soup and Bread Supper in Harfst Hall  for our 
next event.   
 

With the influx of visitors at the soup kitchens, we will be collecting can 

goods to donate to the Salvation Army Soup Kitchen.   So come  with can 
goods in your hands and get the scoop on everyone’s summer experi-

ences.   
 

If you would like to contribute soup, bread or dessert for the  

supper, call Peg Brunner 893.5247.  We look forward to the  warm fellow-
ship around warm food. 

LADIES NIGHT OUT  
IS BACK! 

 

Tuesday, October 13TH  

6:00 PM   


