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HOLY WEEK

Maundy Thursday & April 1

7:00 pm Service

A somber service reflecting on the

o April 2

Good Friday Community Service
12:00 Noon Service at EBCC

Good Friday is a day of suffering and sacrifice, the day of crucifixion. We welcome you to
come to a 45
be presenting the message.

mi nute service as EBCC host s

THE BIBLE IN 90 DAYS"

Easter Sunday o April 4

8:30 am Celebration Breakfast

10:00 am Worship

Shout Hallelujah! The Lord is Risen! Start the day off with a Celebration Breakfast with egg
casserole. Itis a day to celebrated The foundation of our faith is refreshed, our hope for a
future assured through the resurrection of our Lord.

Even if you did not participate in the Whole Church Challenge to read the entire Bible in 90
days, or are just a little behind on your readings, you will want to be a part of this service of
celebration as we reach the final Amen in Revelation.
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The Lighthouse

Pastor Richard’s Ramblings

In Council we looked at two articles from Gary Mcintosh titled Moving Off the Plateau.

A church is considered plateaued if they have been stuck at one size for five or more

years. | would not necessarily consider EBCC on a plateau, though we have been

within the 2.5% change range that McIntosh discusses for the past three years. He

says, #fAfor most churches, growth of at | eas
tion. o He does remind us, though, that rap
to twenty percent a year.

He gives some reasons a church may plateau. First is a high turn over rate of pastors.
Second is a high priority on internal fellowship resulting in a lack of outreach. Third,
they rely on older programs or ministries. Forth, plateaued churches make ministry
decisions at the board or congregational level.

In Moving Off the Plateau: Part 2, Mcintosh gives ten ideas to free a church to move
forward toward renewed growth and vitality.

1. All ow the pastor to | ead. He says, AChur
|l eadership from their pastor if they hope

2. Create growth consciousness. Small successes lead to growth possibilities when
everyone understands Godds mandate to fi nc¢

3.  Multiply groups. New groups and ministries must be started to involve new people.

4. Publicize the ministry. From the web to special mailingsd get the information about
the church out to the community.

5. Focus on outreach. Several approaches to outreach must be intentional and com-
prehensive in reaching new people. Network through people to reach people.

6. Motivate the worshippers. Motivated people displaying their gratitude to Christ,
obedience to the Great Commission, and love for neighbors will reach out.

7. Add staff. If there is not at least a fifty percent involvement level by volunteers, it
may be necessary to hire additional staff at a rate of one staff for every 150 people.

8. Stress assimilation. A church of our size would need to have 100 visitors a year,
and then have additional follow-up procedures in place to see a few of them join.

9. Expand the church. If seating or parking are at a premium, it is necessary to find
ways to increase the options or expand the facilities. Growth will only happen to
about 80 percent of seating capacity, and will only have an attendance equal to two
people per car in off street parking.

10 Put the pedal to the metal. it takes one
to get it going, and results come in the third year. There has to be a commitment
by the pastor, leadership, and congregation to see the process through.

We are beginning to see the results of the hard work of many who lead, serve, and

worship at EBCC. It is great to begin to reap a harvest for the kingdom. Mcintosh

says, fAGrowing, vigorous churches reach mor
growth, and then make bold plans to move to

Lets grow together!
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Twenty Something Mystery Night
At Buschlens 6:30 PM April 16

Twenty Something wild.l be meeting at Don
dinner and mystery games.

Appetizers will be served at 6:30 PM with dinner at 7:00 PM. Following dinner we
will explore our talents of solving mysteries through games. So come and bring a
friend and see if you are a Sherlock Holmes.

Student Ministries Going to Kokomo’s

Student Ministries is going to Kokomoés in Saginaw on Satu
be leaving from the church at 1:00 pm, and plan to return around 6:00 pm. Cost

for any junior high or high school student is just $10 plus any snack/arcade money

you want to bring. EBCC is picking up the rest of the cost and providing transporta-

tion.

Watch for your registration to come in the mail, or find it on the church website.

Graduate Recognition Sunday, May 23

We would like to recognize any high school or college graduates on Sunday, May 23.
Please contact the church office by May 16 with the names of any gradu-
ates.

This will be a special time to recognize the achievements of each graduate, and pre-
sent them with gifts from the church on May 23 during our regular worship
service.

Vacation Bible School is Comin(

Sunday- Thursday, July 15
Mark your calendars now!

This Summer, set sail for VBS fun! The children will experience the deep rolling wa-
ters of Gododés | ove. Come aboard and be
we all get into the word of God.

0y

Pre-registration is open online at www.essexvillebaptist.com or call the
church office. Pre-registration guarantees your child a free tee -shirt.

If you wish to volunteer and join the high sea voyage, check out the link on the
church website (www.essexvillebaptist.com) or turn in the bulletin insert on Sunday
mornings. You may also contact Karen Osterhout or Chris Buschlen.
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The Lighthouse

Operation Christmas Child
A Full Year Mission Project

We are collecting for shoeboxes a little differently this year. Instead of everyone tak-
ing boxes and filling them, we will be collecting items all year long. We will then have
a packing party in the fall to fill the boxes for shipment.

Each month the Missions Board will be sharing a list of items to bring during that
month. Your continued generosity is appreciated. In April we are collecting small
toys for Girls. Please bring your donations and place them in the designated con-
tainers at each entrance.

CAMP LOUISE! CAMP LAEL!
For Children, Youth and Adulis

Are you looking for something fun to do this summer? Sign up for camp at either
Camp Louise or Camp Lael.

If you are a member of EBCC, the church is offering you the full registration cost. If
you are a friend or non-member of EBCC, the church is offering you half the registra-
tion cost. How can you beat that!

Camp registrations can be found in the church office.

A giggle, a coo, a sweet little smile,
A new baby is coming in just a short while.

| t 0s a baby s hit

Beacon of Hope Pregnancy Care Center
6:00 PM Tuesday, April 13, 2010

The ladies of Essexville Baptist Community Church will be sponsoring a baby
shower to benefit the Beacon of Hope Pregnancy Care Center. There will be a din-
ner and video.

All you need to bring is a baby gift and join in an evening of fun and warmth.
Items for Preemies are especially needed. Some suggested ideas are listed below.

Crib Sheets Baby wash

Blankets Baby wipes

Bottles, Bottle brushes Baby shampoo

Baby Towels Socks

Plain pants or jeans (0-2T) Pacifiers, Gerber nipples

Page 4



G abny

3313 PYIN ¥ uopuelg Q62
ueblio elulbaA ® wIC /2
Aer suiydasor % aukepn Gz

eUIYdSaIURIH Alled % pineq Q02

laubi3 Aey| » Apuey g S

SAIRAVSIIAINNY

aoueladsa bad 062
uolprepn sewuiayred Q8e
yooliqe1sT 92A||v 952
Jaubig Apuey oz
uowreuury] ulweluag ozzg
Jaubig Aey gz
[9sv Apnr Qze
anoAen auapeyd QT1e
weybuimaN Auyroloq v
uebIoN wiC QT
3001geIsy aluuod Q7T
[asy AreS Q1T
nobbid uiweluag Q0T
S93YJOOAUBA pJeyoly @/
lleysing ulwreluag Q9
zueqod-1agap\ ans Qv
sauor Aaspul og
18ljjoD ans Q1

SAVAHL1YIg

9onoeld Jloyd

gn|D aINudApY

wd og:9 wd 00:9
'S'Swe gTTT
diysiom we 00:0T
(01 6¢ 8¢ LC 9¢ 14
Bunaa|y 1ouNo0d
aonoeld JloyD gn|D alnuanpy INd 00:9
wd 0g:9 wd 00:9
oowoxX0y 01
"UIN uspmis Bumog siexe|ay Apnis ejqig 'S'Swe STTT
wd 00T we 0€g:6 wre 00:0T diysiop we 00:0T
v €c (44 14 (014 6T 8T
soud Jyasng 1v Jamoys Ageg
sBuiylawos 0z ao1oeld lIoyd gn|D alnuanpy WBIN salpe
INd 0€E:9 wd 0g:9 wd 00:9 INd 00:9
Buiimog siexeloy Apnis ejqig 'S'Swe GT:TT
we 0€g:6 wre 00:0T diysiop we 00:0T
LT 97 ST VT €T cT 1T
aonoeld lioyD gn|D alnuanpy
wd 0g:9 wd 00:9
duy Apenng
dnois A0r Buiimog siaxe|ay Apnmis sqig diysiom we 00:0T
UOON T we 0¢:6 we 00:0T isepfjealg we 0g:8
0T 6 8 L 9 ] d31Ssv3 ¥
90INIBS
2043 'sinyL Aepunep
Te 22IM3S wd 00:2
Alunwwo)
Kepli4 poos lioyd wd 00:9
UOON 00:¢T
€ 4 T
Aepinres Aepli4 AepsinyL Aepsaupapn Aepsan) Aepuon Aepuns

010 1ldd




The Lighthouse

Volunteer Schedules

Children’s Ministries

Junior Church

April 4
Vickie Gentle

April 11
Nancy Humphries

April 18
Vickie Roller

April 25
Amy Kulmacz

Sound Booth

April 4
Shirley Reid
Benjamin Kinnamon

April 11
Jesus Arambula
Kelly Arambula

April 18
Jesus Arambula
Kelly Arambula

April 25
Shirley Reid
Benjamin Kinnamon

Nursery

April 4
Rose Smith
Natasha Gentle

April 11
Kristie Smith

Jeff Newingham

April 18
June Piggott

Marge Ward

April 25
Kelly Arambula

Jesus Arambula

Rox
e F““d
A " 0 ectlnn
b
- ‘

Door Greeters

North Side
Inside Outside
April 2
Marion Wood Pat Smith
April 4
Charlene Mayotte Dave Mayotte
April 11
Onalee Cerwin Dave Ferranti
April 18
Judy Asel Gary Asel
April 25

Mickey Ferranti Dave Ferranti

South Side
Inside Outside

April 2

Nancy Metzger John Metzger
April 4

Dorothy Newingham Dave Ferranti
April 11

Millie Gordon Marion Wood
April 18

Elaine Sheppard Mary Jane Sharpe

April 25

Nancy Metzger John Metzger

Communion Sunday Is Food Pantry Sunday

Every Communion Sunday bring in specific food items to help stock the food pantry. This month we are looking for the

following items: Spaghetti, Spaghetti sauce, can vegetables.

each entrance of Church.

Page 6
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Church Council Highlights

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Church Council was on Monday, March 15, 2010. 0

| =\
During Leadership Development and Visioning Pastor Richard shared two articles on mov- ?ET )
ing a church to the next attendance level. ?/

There was discussion and updates on the Easter Breakfast, progress of the new sound
system, and future projects.

L]
Missions: Ladies Night Out will host a baby shower for Beacon of Hope Pregnancy Cen- COllllCll NEWS
ter on April 13. Shoebox donations are coming in a little slow. It is a new way of collect-

ing, and may take a while to catch on. The April item to

Christian Ed: An informational meeting will be planned for VBS volunteers. Sunday May
23rd will be the last day for Sunday school, appreciation of teachers, and recognition of
graduates.

Trustees: Spring clean up day will be on Saturday, May 8th. The city will begin replacing
the sidewalk along Dunbar Street. It will be done in sections over a period of time begin-
ning at the west end by the bell sign. A list of property upgrades and improvements is
being developed.

Deacons: Communion for April will be during the Maundy Thursday Service. We helped
one of our homebound by installing new handrails at their home. We have a group of
men that would be available to assist others in our congregation with small project needs.

The next meeting of the Church Council will be on Monday, April 19.

Spring Work Day Saturday May 8

On Saturday, May 8 at 9:00 AM , we are looking for help with the spring clean at
EBCC. Most of the work will be on the outside, so we encourage the men to bring their
yard tools. A list will be available on the bulletin board by the coffee pot in the hall. If
another time is more convenient for you, check with Pat Smith for any jobs that have not
been completed.

J.O.Y. Group Takes Flight Friday, April 9

The JOY Group will be enjoying a spring visit with the butterflies at Dow Gardens!

I f you are AJust an Ol der Youtho you ar
restaurant in Midland. After lunch we will visit the Butterfly House at Dow Gardens.

The church van will leave at 12 Noon. We expect to return around 4:00 pm. The
cost for the Butterfly House is $5, and lunch is Dutch treat.

Please mark your Welcome Card on Sunday mornings, or call the church office to let us
know you are planning to go.
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