
 

In the Spotlight 
 

LADIES NIGHT 

FEBRUARY 9 

J.O.Y. GROUP 

FEBRUARY 10 

TWENTY SOMETHING 

FEBRUARY 12 

COUNCIL MEETING 

FEBRUARY 15 

YOUTH TUBING TRIP 

FEBRUARY 27 

  

  

PASTOR’S RAMBLINGS  2 

 STUDENT MINISTRIES  3 

MISSION PROJECT 
J.O.Y GROUP 
LADIES NIGHT 

4 

CALENDAR 5 

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES 6 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 7 

TWENTY SOMETHING 8 

Inside this issue: 

February 2010 

Volume 19, Issue  2  

The Lighthouse 
Bringing People to Christ … Becoming People Like Christ … Being Christ to People 

Essexville Baptist Community Church Essexville Baptist Community Church 

Food for Faith is a community service for low income and homeless people in the 
Bay County area.  Local churches prepare, serve, and clean up.  Trinity Episcopal 
Church on Center Avenue opens their building, and coordinates the calendar.  The 
ministry is currently feeding around 150 people every week.  
 
The Missions Board has committed EBCC to prepare and serve the meal on Sunday,  
February 14.  We need volunteers to donate items or funds to purchase items for 
the meal, as well as people to prepare the food, serve, and also to clean up after-
wards.  The meal is served from 3:00 - 4:30 pm.  
 
If you would like to provide for the meal or volunteer your time, please sign up on 
the poster in the Lounge, or contact the church office.  

Food For Faith 
Sunday, February 14  
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We have more than 60 people committed to reading the Bible in 90 days.  That is great!  
I hope you are able to read every day, and keep up.  This whole church challenge is 
bringing us together in a unique way that only Godôs Word can do.   

As I was looking through some information I have, I came across a study that asks, ñCan 
I Trust My Bible?ò from Christianity Today.  I would like to share a portion here that ex-
plains ñGod wishes to communicate with us.ò 

 Read Deuteronomy 4:1ï14. It is clear that God took great effort to connect with this spe-
cial community. Rather than uttering indecipherable noises or symbols, God chose to cre-
ate words that were part of everyday communication, even inscribing these instructions 
into a permanent record, as in the Ten Commandments. 

This helps us to appreciate the manner in which God chose to form the first parts of what 
would become the Bible. In the world of ancient Israel, the Hittites had standardized and 
widely distributed a written contract form that became normative between kings and their 
subject nations. Today this document template is known as the Hittite ñSuzerain-Vassal 
covenant.ò Usually it consisted of six parts: 

A preamble which declared the identity of the royal authority initiating this covenant  

A historical prologue that described the reasons for this covenant 

Stipulations that sorted out the demands of the covenant on both parties  

Curses and blessings that told the consequences of breaking or keeping this covenant 

A list of witnesses who confirmed the enactment of this treaty  

A document clause which told of the ratification, copies, and renewal ceremonies of 
the covenant 

The text of Exodus 20ï24 is formed exactly in the character of a Hittite Suzerain -Vassal 
covenant document. It has (1) a preamble (20:1 ï2); (2) a historical prologue (20:2); (3) 
stipulations (20:3ï23:19); (4) curses and blessings (23:20ï33); (5) a list of witnesses 
(24:1ï3, 9ï18); and (6) a document clause (24:4 ï8). In other words, when we try to un-

derstand what kind of literature the Bible is, and how it was formed 
among the written documents that litter human history, we find that 
the Bible itself originated as a covenant that shaped a unique rela-
tionship between God and Israel. The rest of its writings were added 
to that original covenant document.  

The important point, as Moses says in Deuteronomy 4, is that God 
initiated the covenant, and therefore sought from the beginning to 
communicate in a truthful and authoritative manner to the people he 
had chosen. The Bible is not an arbitrary collection of cute, nice, or 
even wise writings that simply amassed themselves together in 
some dusty corner of a Jewish rabbiôs personal library; it is a set of 
literary creations built on the foundation of God speaking words of 
covenant relationship to Israel through Moses. 

Enjoy your readings and groups! 

Pastor Richardõs Ramblings 
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Did you miss a Sunday and want to listen to a message?  Is there a message that you would like 

to hear again?  All of Pastor Richardôs sermons are available on the church website at 
www.essexvillebaptist.com.   

Messages can be put on CD for pickup as well.  Contact the church office if you would like a copy. 

Copies of Sermons Available 

Saturday, February 27 
 
Grab your friends and go with us to Hanson Hills in 
Grayling on Saturday, February 27 for a day of 
downhill fun.  

This is a trip open to all Middle School and High 
School students.  We will leave the church at 9:00 
am and return around 5:00 pm.  The cost will be 
$10 per person plus money for lunch/snacks.  We 
will be tubing, but if you want to go skiing as well, 
you will need to pay your own rental fees.   

Registration Forms are due by Thursday, February 
25.  Watch for them to come in a special mailing to 
students.   

Student Ministries Tubing Trip 

Do you want to encounter the best weekend of your life?  ATF is the ultimate concerts, 
speakers, and worship event for teens that Christianity has ever seen. 

EBCC Student Ministries is planning to be there this year!  We will be going to Lansing Friday 
night and all day Saturdayð27 hours in all.  The dates are April 30 and May 1st.  We will 
leave early afternoon (get out of school early!).  Once there, we will be getting something to 
eat, check into a hotel, and all that stuff before we go to the Breslin Center on the MSU 
Campus. 

The all new live stage performance, ñSurrounded,ò rips the cloak from the spiritual world and 
uncovers the shocking reality behind everyday choices and how they impact the spiritual 
realm.  It may be your life you see ñcome to lifeò on stage. 

Bands that will be there are The David Crowder Band, Lecrae, and Everyday Sunday.   

Here is what the costs look like:  EBCC Student Ministries will pay for transportation and the 
hotel.  You will need to pay for your ticket to the event and your meals.  Tickets are $42 until 
the beginning of March.  Turn your money in by Sunday, February 28.  The price of a ticket 
keeps going up after that, so turn it in early.  Check out ATF at www.acquirethefire.com.  



 Page 4 

The Lighthouse 

We are collecting for shoeboxes a little differently this year.  Instead of everyone taking 
boxes and filling them, we will be collecting items all year long.  We will then have a 
packing party in the fall to fill the boxes for shipment.  

Each month the Missions Board will be sharing a list of items to bring in that month.  
Januaryôs collection was successful and your continued generosity is appreciated.  In 
February we are collecting Winter hats, mittens and gloves.    Please bring your 
donations and place them in the designated containers at each entrance.   

A Full Year Mission Project    

Ladies Night at Tommy Võs February 9th 

Imagine the power of having a group of women who share ideas, learn from each 

other and brainstormé.about activities, community, family and life in general.  Ladies 
Night is the place! 

Bring a friend and come for dinner at Tommy Vôs Restaurant on Midland Street at  

6:00 pm on Tuesday, February 9 .  The evening is open to everyone - (sorry guys - 

girls only!).   

Mark your welcome card or contact the office to have a spot reserved for you.  

We will give out ñHope Totesò ahead of time to you.  Good Samaritan Rescue Missionôs 

Hope totes are especially designed as a ñhelp bagò that can be filled with necessities 
such as; soap, shampoo, brushes, combs, toothbrushes, toothpaste, lip balm, 

bar soap, tissues, deodorant, and socks  of any size . The Rescue Mission has 
opened the new menôs wing and is also asking for menôs gloves and underwear.  Any 

items donated can be useful to men, women and children.   

JOY Lunch at Mandarin House 
The JOY Group will be going to the Mandarin House for lunch on Wednesday, 10th.  

We will just meet at the restaurant at 12:00 noon.  

If you are planning to attend, please mark your welcome card or contact the church 

office so that we can reserve a seat for you.  
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The Lighthouse 

February 7  
Vickie Gentle 

 

February 14  
Nancy Humphries 

 

February 21  
Vickie Roller 

 

February 28  
Amy Kulmacz 

 

  
 
 

Junior Church  Nursery  

February 7  
Rose Smith 
Marge Ward 

 

February 14  
Kristie Smith 

Michelle Besson 
 

February 21  
Kelly Arambula 
Natalynn Gentle 

 

February 28  
June Piggott 

Jeff Newingham 
 

  
 

   
  
 

Door Greeters 

North Side 

Inside  Outside  

February 7  

Marilyn Bishop Frank Bishop 

February 14  

Shirley Reid Nancy Metzger 

February 21  

Vickie Roller Jim Roller 

February 28  

Millie Gordon Jeff Newingham 

   

   

Childrenõs Ministries 

Volunteer Schedules 

South Side 

Inside  Outside  

February 7  

Peg Brunner Jerry Brunner 

February 14  

Dorothy Kurchak John Metzger 

February 21  

Marilyn Bullock John Metzger 

February 28  

Marion Wood John Metzger 

 

  

Communion Sunday Is Food Pantry Sunday 
Every Communion Sunday bring in specific food items to help stock the food pantry. This month we are looking for the 
following items: pork & beans, pancake mix and syrup.   Items can be left in the designated containers at each en-
trance of Church. 

Sound Booth 

February 7  
Shirley Reid 

Benjamin Kinnamon 
 

February 14  
Jesus Arambula 
Kelly Arambula 

 

February 21  
Shirley Reid 

Benjamin Kinnamon 
 

February 28  
Jesus Arambula 
Kelly Arambula 
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Church Council Highlights 
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Church Council was on Monday, January 

18, 2010 with the newly elected members.  

During Leadership Development and Visioning Pastor Richard presented the com-

mitment that he asks new members to make.  It is a guide for more than just new 
members.  This would be good for everyone to commit to, especially those in lead-

ership. 

Several items were discussed in the larger group as planning for the future.  Some of 
the items discussed include: the buzz in the sound system, with possible remedies or 

replacement, beginning the process to look at how our constitution can be revised to 
meet new and future methods of ministry, some possible special teaching events for 

EBCC to host like we did for the Town Hall for Hope last year, and a special breakfast for 
Easter Sunday as we conclude the 90 days through the Bible. 

Individual boards met and selected positions and appointments from each respective 

board.  Other items that each board reported on include:  

Missions: Items have been collected for the Good Samaritan Rescue Mission.  The Shoe-

box items for February are hats, mittens, and gloves.  Food for Faith is on February 14, 
and we will be serving homemade cookies this time instead of cake. 

Christian Ed: Sunday school will end on May 23 for the summer.  Dates for VBS were 

discussed. 

Trustees: evaluating the savings of the new high efficiency bulbs.  New person con-

tracted to snow plow is working well.   

Deacons: looking at Easter.  Reviewed how they are handling Sunshine funds. 

The next meeting of the Church Council will be on Monday, February 15. 

V o l u m e  1 9 ,  I s s u e   2   

A Big Thank You 
Pastor Richard and Jane would like to thank everyone for their generous gifts and cards 

during Christmas.  It truly is a gift to be in ministry with you.  We see your love and sup-
port in so many ways, and are grateful.  

Each of our paid staff also received Christmas bonuses from the church as our apprecia-
tion for all of their hard work.  Each of them were overwhelmed, and wish to express their 

thanks for the gift and encouragement.  
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Change Service Requested 

Twenty Something Movie Night 
At Buschlens 7:00 PM February 12   

Twenty Something  Group  

will be meeting at Don and Chris 

Buschlenô
s for an 

evening a
t the mov

ies.
 

    

Come bring a friend, share some popcorn 

and enjoy a movie.  


