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Summer Sermon Series 

June, July and August, 2010  
Parablesðsome of the most interesting stories you will ever read.  It has been said that 
the parables of Jesus are treasure houses of wisdom masterfully woven in story form.  
They are deep, theological, practical, sometimes confusing, but always worth the effort 
needed to unlock their mysteries. 

There are many gems waiting for us to discover.  When laid in the rich framework of the 
parables, we can see the majestic beauty and power of Jesusô living words reflected in the 
light of His truth... and we are not left unaffected.  

We will start in June with the following parables:  

June 6 The Sower Matthew 13.1-23 

June 13 The Lost Sheep, Coin and Son Luke 15.1-32 

June 20 The Good Samaritan Luke 10.25-37 

June 27 The Unforgiving Servant Matthew 18.15-35 

Even if you are traveling, you can still stay connected.  Look for the weekly messages on 
the church website at www.essexvillebaptist.com, or request a CD. 
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We have been talking about church growth in the Council and in my Ramblings.  An 
article by Dan Reiland that I read recently reflects on one specific area of growth ð
keeping the church young.  The following is the second half of the article started last 
month.  

Stop Protecting ðIt's important to give way to new ideas. Get out and talk to some 

young people. Ask questions. Don't be afraid to take a risk on new things. Your risk is 
much greater if you don't. It's all right to make mistakes, its not all right to remain the 

same.  

Hire Young Staff ðIt's critical that you invest in young staff. Be ready for a little 

messinessða small price to pay for all the value that comes to leaders who help keep 
the church young. 

Design your Sunday morning service with a young feel ðBottom line, try new 
stuff! Involve young leaders on the platform. This is probably the key to the whole 

thing. The young musicians will lead you to younger music and a younger vibe overall. 
Make sure all the components reflect a young culture.  

Place a premium on children's ministry ðDon't pass over this one too quickly. 
When I say premium I mean top dollars, top staff and top energy to the kids. Without 

this you are absolutely capping your ability to reach your community.  

You don't have to be experts on children's ministry. There are dozens of outstanding 

resources available to you today. You need not be paralyzed because you don't know 
what to do or how to do it. There are people who have paved the way for you and are 

more than happy to help you resource your ministry. Your job is to find people in your 

church who love kids and offer them a compelling vision so they will help you create an 
environment that kids love and can't wait to be part of.  

Please don't confuse relevant ministry to children with childcare. They aren't the same. 

In order to reach kids you need to keep up with the world they live in. That world is fast

-paced and built around technology. When you add to that mix loving adult leaders who 
truly care about the kids, you create a winning program that the kids will love.  

Invest in the next generation ðThis last thought picks up where the previous point 

on Children's ministry leaves off. The full line of investment in the next generation starts 

with children's ministry and continues through Middle School, High School and College 
ministries. 

The vision of the church must capture the young people, and at the same time be com-

pelling enough that older generations get excited about it in such a 

way that they will invest both time and money. Let's face it, mid-
dle-aged and older generations have no trouble loving and believ-

ing in kids. Just watch a grand-parent with a grandchild. I've 
seen some of the wisest, most sophisticated and successful 

adults act entirely goofy around their grandkids! It's great! 
Love and hope for the next gen is not in shortage. Itôs all 

about leadership and vision and that's up to you.  

Take some time to dream about what you can do for the next 
generation in your church. You'll feel younger just doing that! 
And by the way, if you are in your twenties, hang on, there is a 
generation that thinks you are old!  



 Page 3 

Volume 19,  Issue  6 

This Summer, set sail for VBS fun!  The children will experience the deep rolling  

waters of Godôs love.  Come aboard and be a part of this voyage on the high seas 
where we all get into the word of God.  
 

If you wish to volunteer and join the high sea voyage, check out the link on the 

church website (www.essexvillebaptist.com)  You may also contact Karen Osterhout 
or Chris Buschlen. 

Childrenõs Registration is now open! 
Pre -Register for a FREE T -shirt!   

All children that advance register online at www.essexvillebaptist.com   

will receive a free T-shirt on opening day.  If you do not have access to the internet, 

you may call the church office at 892.9892 during office hours and we will gladly enter 
it for you!  

Vacation Bible School is Coming!     
Sunday  -  Thursday  July 11-15 

6:00 PMñ8:30  PM 
  

Student Ministry Cedar Point Trip 
Wednesday, June 23 

Calling all Junior High and High School Students  

You are invited to go to Cedar Point!  We will be going on Wednesday, June 23rd.  We 
will be leaving from the church at 5:30am to get there when they open.  Your cost is 
$30.  EBCC Student Ministries will pay the balance of the ticket cost, plus buy everyone 
an unlimited drink band for the day, and a packed lunch.  You will need spending money 
for snacks and one meal.   

Transportation will be provided by EBCC with the church van and any additional trans-
portation needed. 

Additional registration forms are available at the church website at 
www.essexvillebaptist.com.   

Students who have earned discounted tickets through Sunday school attendance, please talk to 
Shirley or Pastor Richard for your cost. 

     VBS Special Offering 
The enclosed special offering envelope is to help pay for the Tee shirts.  The envelope 
may be placed in the offering plate or mailed to the church office.      
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Operation Christmas Child  
A Full Year Mission Project    

 In  June, the Mission Board will continue to collect small toys and other 
stocking stuffers for children ages 2ð14. Also personal items such as 
combs, hair brushes, hair pins etc. are needed.   No Liquids please.  Your 
donations can be placed in the containers at each entrance.   

Vonda Schlosser has learned that Beacon of Hope can use coupons for baby 
products.  She has taken upon herself to collect as many coupons as possible.  If 
you would like to help Vonda with the collection, please cut coupons from the 
newspapers, magazines and advertisements and return them to the church office.  

Coupon Collection  
for Baby Products 

The Beacon of Hope is a volunteer organization and if you would like to donate 
some time, please contact them at 989.922.5433.  

Family Night  

Join the fun as EBCC makes a showing at the Loons Baseball Family Night on Tuesday, 
July 6th.  Game time is 7:05 pm.  Everyone is welcome.  Family Night concessions have 
specials for $1.  Tickets are $9 per person.  Because of the interest in the game,  your 
tickets must be pre-paid.  We only have 40 tickets, and will be reserved on a first -paid 
basis.   

All money must be in by Sunday, June 20 to guarantee your tickets.  

J.O.Y. Group Outing  
Wednesday, June 17th 

The Church van will leave the parking lot at 10:30 Wednesday morning, June 
9th.  We will head north for lunch at the Willow Tree in West Branch, and then 
head to Marge Wardôs cabin on Lake Frost to enjoy the great outdoors and a 
little dessert.  We will return by 4:00 in the afternoon.   
 

Please let Pastor Richard know if you are going so we can plan for enough 
transportation.  You may mark your welcome card ñJ.O.Y. Tripò. 
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June 6  
Nancy Humphries 

 

June 13  
 Vickie Roller 

 

June 20  
 Amy Kulmacz 

 

June 27  
Vickie Gentle 

 

  
  

Junior Church  Nursery  

June 6  
Kristie Smith 
Marge Ward 

 

June 13  
 June Piggott 

Natasha Gentle 
 

June 20  
 Rose Smith 

Jeff Newingham 
  

June 27  
Jeannine Bakus 
Natalynn Gentle 

  
 
 

 

Door Greeters 

North Side 

Inside  Outside  

June 6  

Eric Asel Gary Asel 

June 13  

Vonda Schlosser Ted Schlosser 

June 20  

Marilyn Bishop Frank Bishop 

June 27  

Mickey Ferranti Dave Ferranti 

  

    

South Side 

Inside  Outside  

June 6  

Mary Jane Sharpe Marion Wood 

June 13  

Peg Brunner Jerry Brunner 

June 20  

June Piggott Tom Piggott 

June 27  

Nancy Metzger John Metzger 

  

    

Childrenõs Ministries 

Volunteer Schedules 

Sound Booth 

June 6  
Shirley Reid 

Benjamin Kinnamon 
 

June 13  
Jesus Arambula 
Kelly Arambula 

 

June 20  
Shirley Reid 

Benjamin Kinnamon 
 

June 27  
Jesus Arambula 
Kelly Arambula 

 
  
 
 

Communion Sunday Is Food Pantry Sunday 
Every Communion Sunday bring in specific food items to help stock the food pantry. This month we are looking for the 
following items: Pork & beans, canned meats, pasta.  Items can be left in the designated containers at each en-
trance of Church. 
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Church Council Highlights 

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Church Council was on Monday, May 17, 2010. 

Costs are being researched by the Trustees for the projects that have been selected to 
pursue at this time.  They are gathering information on sanctuary lighting, parking lot 

repairs, and a flat screen TV with a cart.  

During discussion about the special meeting to consider a new governing structure many 

said that the guest from FBC Davison was helpful, and also presented more questions at 

the same time.  It was agreed that another special meeting of the council will be on June 
15th.  We will look at some specific characteristics that a new structure might entail.  

Missions: The collections for Shoeboxes will still be small toys.  Beacon of Hope sent a 
thank you for the baby shower items.  

Christian Ed: Fatherôs Day gifts are in process.  VBS is progressingð the date is coming 
quicklyðJuly 11-15.  The Church Picnic is going to be on July 25.  Fall kickoff is Septem-

ber 19, and fall classes begin on September 26. 

Trustees: Did not meet this time, a separate meeting is being planned.  

Deacons: Planning communion roles for June. 

The next regular meeting of the Church Council will be on Monday, June 21. 

EBCC Highlighted at  
Heritage House June 27  
EBCC has been invited to share our history at the Heri-

tage House Museum on Sunday, June 27th from 2 - 4 
pm.  We will be able to display some of our large pic-

tures from the historical photographs, and share how 
our history has helped shape the Essexville community. 

The Heritage House is a fully furnished nine room 

home from the early 1900's. The homes only residents 
were the Garber family who built the house in 1874. 

The furniture within the home is a mixture of Garber 
family belongings and community artifacts that have 

been collected over time. The museum was created as 
a way of preserving the home for future generations.  

This would be a great time for you to visit the Museum.  

If you are interested in representing EBCC on the 27th, 
please talk to Pastor Richard. 
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Change Service Requested 

The Ladies of EBCC would be delighted if 
you would attend one really fun   

 

  Potluck Picnic  
 

Celebrating and Sharing with 
 

The Ladies of EBCC  
  

Tuesday June 8  
6:00 pm. 

 
Pond Side Park 

Corner of Ridge and Jones Roads 
Essexville 


