
 

E s s e x v i l l e  B a p t i s t  C o m m u n i t y  C h u r c h 

1001 Main Street 

Essexville, MI 48732-1340 

1001 Main Street 

Essexville, Michigan 48732 

Phone: 989.892.9892 

E-mail: ebccmail@yahoo.com 

Weõre on the Web 

www.essexvillebaptist.com 

The Lighthouse 

Non Profit 
US Postage 

Paid 
Essexville, MI 
Permit No. 19 

Change Service Requested 

Twenty Something Movie Night (The Sequel) 
At Buschlens 7:00 PM March 19  

Twenty Something  Group  

will be m
eeting at

 Don and 
Chris Bus

chlenôs 

for another evening at the movies.  

    

Come bring a friend,  

share some popcorn and enjoy a movie. 
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The Lighthouse 
Bringing People to Christ é Becoming People Like Christ é Being Christ to People 

Essexville Baptist Community Church Essexville Baptist Community Church 

Palm Sunday ðMarch 28  
10:00 am Worship  

The triumphal entry of the King of kings.  The celebration of Jesus as the Lord of lords.   

 

Maundy Thursday ðApril 1  
7:00 pm Service  
A somber service  reflecting on the elements of the Lordôs Supper on the night of his betrayal. 

 

Good Friday Community Service ðApril 2  
12:00 Noon Service at EBCC  
Good Friday is a day of suffering and sacrifice, the day of crucifixion. We welcome you to 
come to a 45 minute service as EBCC hosts St. Lukeôs Methodist Church.  Pastor Richard will 

be presenting the message.   

Easter Sunday ðApril 4  
8:30 am Celebration Breakfast  
10:00 am Worship  

Shout Hallelujah!  The Lord is Risen!  Start the day off with a Celebration Breakfast with egg 

casserole.  It is a day to celebrateðThe foundation of our faith is refreshed, our hope for a 
future assured through the resurrection of our Lord.  

 
Even if you did not participate in the Whole Church Challenge to read the entire Bible in 90 

days, or are just a little behind on your readings, you will want to be a part of this service of 

celebration as we reach the final Amen in Revelation. 
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In Council I shared an article by Joe McKeever titled 10 Reasons Small Churches Tend to 
Stay Small.  We used this article as a beginning to our discussion about our vision for 
2015.  Here are some highlights from McKeeverôs article. 

McKeever pastored three small churches, and saw two of them grow well.  He says one 
almost doubled and the other nearly tripled in attendance and ministries in just three 
years.  He says, ñby using the word ñgrow,ò I do not mean in numbers for numbersô sake.  
I do not subscribe to the fallacy that bigness is good and small churches are failures.  
What I mean by ñgrowò is reaching people with the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Any churchð
large or smallðthat does not place a high value on evangelism and outreach to the 
unchurched canôt expect to grow...period.ò  After spending years working with hundreds 
of small congregations, he has noticed some subtle growth barriers that tend to go unno-
ticed or unaddressed in stagnant churches. 

1. Wanting to stay small.  ñWe like our church just the way it is now,ò is the attitude.  
This is often proven in the way leaders or congregation reject new ideas and freeze 
out new people. 

2. A quick turnover of pastors.  It takes at least three to six years for a pastor to 
become the ñreal dealò - a pastor in more than name only, earning the right to lead 
the congregation. There are no guarantees that keeping a pastor a long time will 
grow the church, but it is proven that a succession of short -terms will definitely pre-
vent it from growing.  

3. Domination by a few strong members.  This process is often tied to short pastor-
ates.  In the absence of pastoral leadership, someone in the membership rises up to 
take care of things.  It becomes difficult to step back when the new pastor comes.  
Such individuals often frustrate the pastorôs initiatives, block his bold ventures, and 
control his tendencies to want to step out on faith.  

4. Not trusting the leaders.  McKeever says, ñThe determined-to-stay-small church is 
far more concerned about the dollars and cents in the offering plate than about the 
lost souls in the community.ò  Good leaders should be trusted to do their workð
within reason. 

5. Inferiority complex. Every church, no matter how big, always is looking at what 
the bigger church is doing.  Donôt base your inabilities on what you are not.  Decide 
to reach people and expand and grow by focusing on what God wants you to do.  

6. No plan.  Small churches tend to also be small in vision, in programs, in outreach, 
and ñin just about everything else.ò  Perhaps worst of all, they have small plans, or no 
plans at all. 

7. Bad health.  McKeever says, ñAn unhealthy church is known more by what it does 
than by a list of characteristics and attributes.  A church that runs its preachers off 
every year or two is unhealthy.  A church that is constantly bickering is unhealthy.  A 
church that cannot make a simple decision like choosing the color of the carpet, 
adopting the next yearôs budget, or accepting changes in an order of worship may be 
unhealthy.ò  He says Romans 12 gives an outline for a healthy church: (v1-2) - each 
individual to make a personal commitment to Christ, (v3 -8) - each one to find his/her 
place of service where they can use their spiritual gifts, (v9 -21) - develop relation-
ships within a healthy, loving fellowship of believers.  He says, ñShow me a congrega-
tion where members are wholeheartedly committed to Jesus Christ, each is using (or 
learning to use) their God-given spiritual gifts in the Lordôs service, and their fellow-
ship is sweet and activeðand Iôll show you a healthy church.ò 

Continued on page 3 

Pastor Richardõs Ramblings 
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Church Council Highlights 
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Church Council was on Monday, February 

15, 2010 with the newly elected members.  

During Leadership Development and Visioning Pastor Richard shared Ten Reasons 

Small churches Tend to Stay Small by Joe McKeever.  This led into our discussion 
on what we think EBCC can look like in five years.  This was a great discussion with 

lots of possibilities.  Some good things are coming!  

After discussion that the sound system is covered financially by memorial funds and a 
private donor to that specific project, the council decided that a vote of the congrega-

tion is not necessary and we can proceed with the project.  After further discussion it 
was decided that the trustees need to develop a long range plan for renovations, re-

pairs, and upgrades that are needed.  When the list is prioritized a new project will be 
presented to the congregation for approval.  

Missions: Hope Tote bags for Good Samaritan were given out at the Ladies Night, and 

will be collected for the mission.  There is an interest in sponsoring an Essexville-Hampton 
Little League team this year. 

Christian Ed: Preparations are being made for summer camp promotion.  VBS dates 
have been set for July 11ð15. 

Trustees: a problem with a parking lot light has been fixed.  A special meeting will be 

planned to look at the project list.  

Deacons: We are hosting the community Good Friday service this year.  Some work for 

one of our homebound will be done in the near future.  

The next meeting of the Church Council will be on Monday, March 15. 
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Plan Now for a great evening promoted  
by the Menôs Ministries of EBCC. 

Open to everyone!  

Special $1 concessions available that night.  

Prepaid tickets are $9.00 each.  
Tickets can be ordered through Pastor Richard or the office.  

Tuesday, July 6th  

7:05 PM Game Time  

Family Night Baseball Game 
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March 7  
Vickie Gentle 

 

March 14  
Nancy Humphries 

 

March 21  
Vickie Roller 

 

March 28  
Amy Kulmacz 

 

  
 
 

Junior Church  Nursery  

March 7  
Kristie Smith 

Natasha Gentle 
 

March 14  
Rose Smith 

Michelle Besson 
 

March 21  
June Piggott 
Marge Ward 

 

March 28  
Jeannine Bakus 
Natalynn Gentle 

 

  
 

   
  
 

Door Greeters 

North Side 

Inside  Outside  

March 7  

Marilyn Bishop Frank Bishop 

March 14  

Shirley Reid John Metzger 

March 21  

Ann Silverthorn Glynn Silverthorn 

March 28  

Mickey Ferranti Dave Ferranti 

   

   

Childrenõs Ministries 

Volunteer Schedules 

South Side 

Inside  Outside  

March 7  

Mickey Ferranti Dave Ferranti 

March 14  

Noreen Keating Ed Keating 

March 21  

Peg Brunner Jerry Brunner 

March 28  

Vonda Schlosser Ted Schlosser 

 

  

Communion Sunday Is Food Pantry Sunday 
Every Communion Sunday bring in specific food items to help stock the food pantry. This month we are looking for the 
following items: Toilet paper, Kleenex, tuna fish & soups.   Items can be left in the designated containers at each 
entrance of Church. 

Sound Booth 

March 7  
Shirley Reid 

Benjamin Kinnamon 
 

March 14  
Jesus Arambula 
Kelly Arambula 

 

March 21  
Shirley Reid 

Benjamin Kinnamon 
 

March 28  
Jesus Arambula 
Kelly Arambula 
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Did you miss a Sunday and want to listen to a message?  Is there a message that you would like 

to hear again?  All of Pastor Richardôs sermons are available on the church website at 
www.essexvillebaptist.com.   

Messages can be put on CD for pickup as well.  Contact the church office if you would like a copy. 

Copies of Sermons Available 

Student Ministries  Wii Marathon 
Friday, March 12   
6:00 pm to Midnight 

On Friday, March 12, 2010, the youth will be meeting in Harfst Hall for a lock down and 

participating in a Wii Marathon.   
 

Watch for your registration in the mail. Additional forms are available online at 
www.essexvillebaptist.com, or in the church office. Registration forms should be returned 

with parentôs signature by Wednesday, March 10.  
 

  COME AND BRING A FRIEND TO ENJOY THE EVENING! 

Pastorôs Ramblings continued from page 2. 

8. Lousy fellowship.  What he means by this is that the best thing a church has to 
offer individuals and families in the community ðother than the gospelðis a place 
they will be loved and welcomed and made part of an active, healthy family.  How do 
you know if fellowship is unhealthy?  Visitors are ignored, and there is no follow -up 
with them.  Sometimes there is no effort to invite people visit to your church in the 
first place. 

9. A state of neglect permeates the church.  Not always, but often, a dying church 
shows signs of its weakening condition by the disrepair of its buildings and the ne-
glect of its appearance.  They may let problems fester and divisions go unaddressed.  
No one gets saved, no one joins, people drift away, the community becomes less 
aware the church exists, and the remaining members complain that people just donôt 
love the Lord the way they used to.  

10. No Prayer.  McKeever says, ñItôs tempting to make a little joke here and say, óSuch 
churches do not have a prayer,ô but they could if they chose to.  The best solution 
would be for those stagnant, dying congregations to awaken and get serious about 
becoming vibrant again.  This would take the unprecedented step of doing whatever 
it takes to re -establish their witness and presence in the community.ò 

I believe that we have more than a prayer here at EBCC.  We are finding ways to be vi-
brant and reach out to the community around us.  As we begin to develop a vision for the 
future, and see it happen, God will do a great work through us.  Iôm excited about the 
days ahead, how about you! 
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We are collecting for shoeboxes a little differently this year.  Instead of everyone taking 
boxes and filling them, we will be collecting items all year long.  We will then have a 
packing party in the fall to fill the boxes for shipment.  

Each month the Missions Board will be sharing a list of items to bring during that month 
Your continued generosity is appreciated.  In March we are collecting toys for 
boys.    Please bring your donations and place them in the designated containers at 
each entrance.   

A Full Year Mission Project    

Ladies Night in April will be  
a baby shower for 

 

Beacon of  Hope Pregnancy Care Center 
The ladies of Essexville Baptist Community Church will be sponsoring a baby shower to 

benefit the Beacon of Hope Pregnancy Care Center.  We will meet in Harfst Hall and 
enjoy dessert along with some games.   Listed below are some suggested items. 

Crib Sheets 

Blankets 
Bottles, Bottle brushes 

Baby Towels 
Plain pants or jeans (0-2T 

Baby wash 

Baby wipes 

Baby shampoo 
Socks 

Pacifiers, Gerber nipples 
Diapers: Newbornðsize 6ôs 

 

JOY Potluck Lunch  -  12:00 Noon 
The JOY Group will be celebrating Green in Harfst Hall on Wednesday, March 10th. 

Pastor Richard will cook Corned Beef & Cabbage and everyone else is to bring a dish to 
pass. 

If you are planning to attend, please mark your welcome card or contact the church 
office.   Letôs not forget to wear Green! 
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